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What is a Community Land Trust

• Not-for-private-profit organisation 
• Set up to benefit a specific community
• Open to membership by anyone supporting its aims
• Owning assets which are important to a community –

starting with affordable housing
• And holding those assets for future generations

• Defined in law - Housing and Regeneration Act 2008
• Taking the form of a Charity, Community Benefit Society, 

Community Interest Company
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Buckland Newton CLT

West Dorset AONB



Symene CLT and Hastoe Housing

Symondsbury/Bridport



Toller Porcorum CLT and Aster Homes

West Dorset AONB



Marshwood CLT and Hastoe Housing

West Dorset AONB



Upper Frome Valley CLT and Aster Homes 

Maiden Newton, West Dorset AONB



Lyme Regis CLT and 

Yarlington Housing Group

West Dorset AONB



Powerstock & District CLT and 

Hastoe Housing

West Dorset AONB



Bridport Cohousing CLT

West Dorset AONB



Bishops Caundle CLT 

and Aster Homes 

West Dorset



Broadwindsor Group Parish CLT and Yarlington Housing Group

West Dorset AONB



Dorchester Area CLT



Vearse Farm, Bridport

West Dorset AONB



Community Housing Fund 
£350m over 5 years

“The fund will enable local community groups 
deliver affordable housing units … on sites which are 

likely to be of little interest to mainstream 
housebuilders and … make more schemes viable.”



And CLTs are about more 
than affordable housing …







“I feel that the age profile of the village is getting older. What people on 
the CLT and others in the village desperately want to do is to keep the 

mix, we want to continue to be diverse in every way.”

Community Land Trusts: what volunteers say …



“I don’t like the fact that people are disadvantaged and that money 
speaks for everything. So an opportunity to provide something in 
perpetuity to balance out some of those inequalities, is the main 

driving force.”



“This valley is a very expensive place to live. It’s become a sought-after 
area, so people on lower incomes find it very difficult to find 

accommodation.” 



“ A lot of people stop all of us and say ‘what’s happening with it, how’s 
it going’. You talk to them about it, you discuss, they ask you lots of 

questions; people have accepted it quite well once it’s explained 
properly by someone they trust.” 



“A lot of the people we know are on the housing register. They 
have one room in their parents’ home and can’t start their family 

or, if they’ve got a family, it’s very difficult for everybody.”



“When we see people we know getting housed, knowing that 
the CLT has been the catalyst is a great satisfaction.”



“I’m not a great one for believing that people should have something 
done for them, you know, I’d much rather think that the community 

guides things.”


