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Note from the Chair - David Leader 
Since I last wrote, I cannot believe how busy we have been.  We have had numerous 
meetings to consider, explore and research the design, appearance and layout of the 
proposed scheme of affordable homes for rent for local people at Netherhay Lane, 
Drimpton. We have visited and learned from other similar schemes in West Dorset; 
sought advice from a range of different organisations; researched self-contained 
sewerage systems, heating systems and specification of materials; and thought hard 
about landscaping and planting of trees and shrubs. We have always tried to source the 
best advice available but, most importantly, we have been informed by the wishes of 
the local community.  

This led up to the well attended public consultation event at Drimpton Village Hall in 
March. We are grateful to all those who gave up their time to attend. Community 
feedback is vitally important, and we will use some of the many interesting observations 
to refine the design further. We are determined that this scheme will be built to the 
highest standards possible in terms of sustainability, aesthetic appearance, build 
quality, and compatibility with the surrounding rural environment. It will also meet the 
needs of local residents who are looking for affordable homes to rent within their 
community. One of the concerns raised at the public consultation was the loss of the 
existing hedgerow and mature trees. It has always been our aim to keep as much of the 
existing hedgerow as possible and all the mature trees, in addition to planting a 
boundary hedge with standard trees and shrubs for screening. This is a multi million 
pound scheme and we simply must get it right. 

We know and understand that not all residents will support this planned scheme. We 
understand the concerns that some may have and will try and provide reassurance wherever 
possible. We would like everyone to support what we are trying to achieve but know this is not 
realistic. We are mindful that the recent survey carried out for the Neighbourhood Plan shows 
that in the Group Parish there is a considerable majority in support of the creation of affordable 
housing for rent for local people. Analysis of these figures, when broken down further for 
Drimpton and Netherhay, also shows the majority of residents in those settlements favour this 
idea.  

There are still legal matters under negotiation between the Community Land Trust,  
Yarlington Housing Group and the the land owners.  

I must finish by offering heartfelt thanks to my fellow board members Sheila, Steve, 
Nick, Jacqui, Leslie, Philip and Ken. We have spent hundreds of volunteer hours on this 
project and we don't all agree on everything, which is good. But we do all live in and 
love our community and believe passionately that this project will provide desperately 
needed quality affordable homes for rent for local people.  
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Community Consultation - your concerns 
Much of the feedback received 
following our community 
consultation event was positive 
and encouraging: 

“An asset  to the community”, 
“Allowing local people to stay 
local”, “Thoughtful design to 
match/complement the existing” 

Some of the concerns we would like to respond to: 

“No opportunity for Netherhay residents to vote 
‘democratically’” - At our first public meeting in September 
2016 in Drimpton Village Hall to discuss the Netherhay Lane 
site, the vast majority of those present voted in favour of a CLT 
development there (68 for, 12 against, 6 abstentions) 

“A gap is needed to keep Drimpton and Netherhay separate” - 
The proposed development is on 1.5 acres in the SW corner of 
the field. The remainder of the field will remain in agricultural 
use. 

“Proposals nothing like original proposals” - The CLT proposal 
has always been to build 15 affordable homes to rent or for 
shared ownership. Plans may change as the design process 
becomes more informed. Some of the changes have come 
from the community feedback  

Concerns about Netherhay Lane traffic and safety - Advice will 
be taken to ensure that the development will be as safe as 
possible. 

“Lack of information about proposed sewage treatment plant” -   
What we propose is a below ground installation with no 
internal mechanical or electrical moving parts within the tank, 
and with a biological treatment section which is odour free.  
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Community 
Consultation  Event 

Lesley Tibballs 

It’s good to know that as 
residents we are able to have 
an input into some of the 
building that takes place in our 
village and our parish. This was 
demonstrated by the 
Community Consultation event 
organised by the 
Broadwindsor Group Parish 
CLT Board and Trewin 
Architects, with the sterling 
support of Rosemary Shepherd 
who served refreshments 
throughout.  
The proposed development of 
affordable housing in 
Netherhay Lane, Drimpton has 
been carefully considered in 
terms of layout, housing types, 
materials, landscaping and 
sewage treatment in 
collaboration also with Louise 
Lote (Yarlington Housing 
Group), Steve Watson (Wessex 
CLT Project) and Doug Willis 
(Barnaby Associates) who have 
much experience and 
expertise in CLT developments.  
Over seventy people attended 
this event, mostly from 
Drimpton but also  from 
Broadwindsor, Seaborough, 
Burstock and Crewkerne. They 
were given an opportunity to 
view and discuss the draft 
plans presented by Ben 
Savage (Trewin Architects), and 
visitors	  were invited to provide 
feedback.
It was good to note that 
regardless of their views, 
people felt able to express 
their opinions and obtain the 
facts from the CLT and the 
architects.  
Many thanks to those of you 
who attended and returned 
their questionnaires. 

“Loss of trees and hedgerows” - All mature trees will be 
preserved and the existing hedgerow, apart from the 
entrance to the scheme. There will be additional substantial 
planting of trees and shrubs. 

“The development encroaches on the public footpath” - The 
boundary fence of the development will not encroach on the 
public footpath. 

“Street lighting will destroy the ambient light” - We propose, 
as in the rest of Drimpton, to have minimal levels of lighting. 

“Why not use the Axe Lane site?” - The local planning 
authority consider the site unsuitable for several compelling 
reasons
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Information for Prospective Tenants -  
Louise Lote (Yarlington Housing Group) 
Tenants for the proposed development must comply with 
the CLTs ‘local connection’  condition. These are 

- continuously and permanently resident in the 
parish for at least 5 of the last 10 years; or 

- family connection (past or existing) permanently 
resident in the parish not less than 10 years; or 

- in continuous permanent employment or self-employment (over 16 hours per week) in 
the parish over at least the preceding 2 years . 

Yarlington Housing Group Lettings 
Local Authority or Housing Association tenants who already have an assured tenancy will be 
offered an assured tenancy. 
Transferring tenants who already have a fixed term tenancy will be given another fixed term 
tenancy without the starter period. 
New tenants to social housing will have a starter period of 1 year followed by 2, 5, or 7 year fixed 
term. 

Yarlington Housing Group Shared Ownership 
The shared ownership scheme enables  people to buy a home in stages, typically buying a share 
of a property and paying a low-cost rent on the remaining share. Up to 80% of the property can 
be purchased and the freehold of the property will remain with the CLT. Mortgages for shared 
ownership properties are available from a small number of banks or building societies. 

To apply for a shared ownership property you must be able to secure sufficient funding from 
either savings or a mortgage. You will also have to pay a deposit and provide proof that you will 
be able to finance the rent portion. You will also have to register with the home buy agent – in 
this case www.helptobuysw.org.uk. It would also be beneficial to be registered on the Dorset 
Home Choice Housing Register - http://homechoice.dorsetforyou.gov.uk/DorsetHomeChoice/
Content.aspx?wkid=4 

For more detailed information on shared ownership and the application process please visit 
Yarlington Homes website at www.yarlingtonhomes.com 

Visit to Lyme Regis 

Sheila Hawkins 

In late January this year Broadwindsor Group Parish Council invited 
BGP CLT Members to join them on a site visit to the almost complete 
development of Lyme Regis CLT at Timber Hill. The afternoon was 
bright and sunny, the views wonderful, and the development 
impressive. It is of particular interest as the site is the same size (1.5 
acres) with the same number of housing units (15) as that proposed 
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by BGP CLT for Drimpton. In addition, the development partner 
is Yarlington Housing Group, who has the same role with BGP 
CLT. All present were impressed by the well laid out site, and 
the quality of finishes, both internally and externally. 

The original hedgerow  with its mature trees has been retained 
as a feature of the scheme, and much shelter and screen 
planting has been included in the landscaping. 

Since our visit tenants have moved into and are enjoying their 
new homes. 
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WCLTP supports CLT-led projects 
for their duration. This support 
includes advice on 

• site finding and negotiation, 

• legal structures and legal advisers,

• the selection and role of a Housing 
Association partner, 

• the facilitation of public 
meetings and steering 
group meetings, 

• model documentation, 
and 

• grant applications, 
project planning, 
training for CLT 
members, and 
networking with other 
CLTs.

More information on these 
services is available on their 
website: 

http://wessexca.co.uk/wessex-clt-
project/

Steering Group Members:

David Leader (Chair)
Jacqui Sewell (Treasurer)
Sheila Hawkins (Secretary)
Ken Banks
Nick Bellorini
Steve Chubb
Philip Coltart
Lesley Tibballs

Contact emails:  
Sheila Hawkins:11esgh528@gmail.com

David Leader: 

westhillhousecottages@gmail.com

Website:
http://broadwindsorgroupparishclt.org

Broadwindsor
Blackdown

Kittwhistle Drimpton

Seaborough Burstock

Broadwindsor Group Parish area
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